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he was prepared to dispute even to the extent of standing trial
by court martial the right of interference by any other con-
stituted authority. The text of the constitution justified him; the
spirit of it and the precedents of the past did not.
The establishment in office of a minority cabinet with promise
of support within the limits of the constitution—up to then no
support beyond that was contemplated—was certainly constitu-
tional. The President was well within his rights and he was sup-
ported by precedent; from the purely juridical point of view his
action was more defensible than Ebert's appointment of Cuno.
There had been no question of refusing a dissolution. The retiring
chancellor had not asked for one., and there is no right conferred
on any opposition of demanding one while it remains an oppo-
sition. The novel features attending the formation of the cabinet
in the intervention of what may loosely be called the President's
private advisory council were as yet unknown to the general public.,
and in any case they were not unconstitutional. But in the lobbies
these features were known and they caused intense indignation,,
especially in the Socialist ranks where the intervention of the
Reichswehr in politics was bitterly criticized. Strictly speaking
there had been no intervention in the sense of a military pro-
nundamento. At that period, when the fronde had not yet
developed, Schleicher was still and always professed to be a
"parliamentary" Nationalist, and he was entitled to claim that
his initiative, if the outcome of a rather liberal interpretation of
the duties of the position which was after all condoned by his
chief and by many politicians of repute and unimpeachable
republican faith, was well calculated to produce results.
It was still too soon to speak of a "presidential" party. There
was so far not yet even the embryo of one. When in answer to
Socialist criticisms of his foreshadowing of emergency legislation
Bruening replied that such legislation would be resorted to only
"if there was no longer any hope that the parliament and the
parties would fulfil their functions," he indeed did foreshadow
the possibility of the cabinet ruling against parliament. But he
went no further, and he knew and parliament knew that such
ruling could eventually be maintained only by a coup d'ttat, and

